ee. 


Vol I. 


Rm EV 


y Know it is .cxpected I fhould enter upon the 
_ the Subject of the Treaty of Comimerce, which 
m is now concladed with France; and right or 
¥rong, fome People will have it that I thall juftify 
nd. defend it: One immediate Anfwer I thall give 


jo thole pars is, That I thal] not Imitate fo much: 


vhat I Condemn in them, (viz.) To judge before I 
ear ; for the Truthis I have not yet feen, nor do 
‘know what this Treaty contains, 
- However, I muft ftill boldly affirm to you all, let 
Peace be what it will, and the Treaty of Com- 
nerce be what it will, it is much in our Power to 
nake bath of teri better or worft to our felves, :as 
leafe to manage things among one another: No 
be bat a Nation divided, a People raging againft 
meanother, a Spirjt of Difcontent and Jealoufy may 
lamp Trade, fink Credit, difcourage Foreign Com 
merce, and check -ManufaGures, in fpight of the 
Sonditions of the Treaty, and fo we may make the 
Peace is bad fo us, if we pleafe, asthe War. I am 


ae. 
a 


orry to fee that there are ge among us enclin’d to 


nave it fo: Upon-their own Heads‘be- the Injury to 
ir native Country, and may they live to fee and 
Spent ofit. = «=. tie er 
On the ather hand, I can very hardly be perfwa- 
led to believe but the Peace, let.it be as bad as you 
jleafe to call it, may'be made, éf we oe tefs hurt- 
ul to us than-otherwife we pretend to fear, or fay 
witl be: Peace is a thing of fuch a-Nature to a 
Trading Nation, Jéke this, that it cannot be; but we 
hall improve Commerce by it; nay, tho’ all rhe 
empty Surmifes fome People form in their Imagina- 
fon, were true; let France and: Spain be as Formi- 
dable, as United, as Unanimous as you can fuggeft, 
ve us but Peace we will have Trade, and that 
more Trade than any other Nation under Hea- 
Ne - 
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Angry, is not.to Argue, but to give up the Argue 
ment; let them. aniwer thee. few Queftions, «and 
then let them be as Angry as they pleafe; but fri, 
I fay, let them anfwer, 
1. Where is the Wooll, and in what part of France § 
what the Quantity, and how long have they had it? 
If they had this Wool before the War, wh did pd 
not make Mawufattures eben? And if fincet 
War, bow came they by it? . 
2. When was.the time that the French fupplied 
Se demand of Woollen Manufa@ures, and 
t none from us ? 
if shew cannot Spey tewnieteesy fow-frould ehey 
Sepely the Spaniards 
3. What Nation under the Sun can: take off the. 
Growth of Spain, but the Englifb? Where can they 
fell their Wine, Oil, Oranges and. Lemmons, their 
Raifins of the Sun, and Ratfins of Malgge, Almonds, 


fc. and how can they carry on their Home Trade, 
if they cannot vend ie Produce of their owa Coun- 


? 
OW hen the angry Gentlemen have anfwered thefé 
Queftions, they may have fome Authority for what 
they fay ; but till ‘hey do, they cannot appear with 
any Face in the Difpute: As to their Anger, like a 
Southerly Wind, it comes with a Guft, and goes a- 
way in a Fog, no Man of Senfe regards it. 

The Cafe sc clear, let the Government but fee the — 
Treaty of Peace fairly executed, (viz) That the 
French effeQually and entirely evacuate America} 
that the Trade be eftablith’d upon the fame Foot that 
it was in the time of King Charles 13. of S (vig-) 
1. That no European Nations but the ard be 
permitted to Trade to New Spain. And, 2 That 
the Englifh are fubjeéted to no inequalities in Spain, 
as to Prohibition or Impoftion. J fay, let this be 
compleatly and pun@ually Executed, and I repeat it 
again, France is not able to hurt us in the Spanifo 


rade. 
Mm know we are accofted in this, with fome Peo- 
ples Paffions, who tellus, bus ss és all upon their own 
“Authority, That the Freach will wever quit America, 
never compleatly execute the Aer 


_ the Fa&, which t 


néver reftore the Spanifh Trade to its former Channel, 
but will always carry on a feparate and fecret Trade 
there,-to our-Ruin. 

I'll be very fair to thefe Gentlemen — when I fee 
that, and the Britifh Court acquiefces with fuflering 
the French to break the Articles now made. remain 
in America, interrupt the courfe ofthe Spanifh T rade, 
and poi’ef unequal or unufual Privileges in the faid 
Spanifh Trade: Then I'll fay of the Beitifh Miniitry 
all that they Tay of them ;but at prefent this difference’ 
will remain between thefe People, and are, (viz.) 
That thefe Men beg the Queftion, affirm it will be 
Jo, and fall on the Miniftry zom upon the Prefumpti-. 
whipt her Boy before-hand, 
She faid, he would go to the Fair) tho’ 
no fuch defign; whereas I am willing to 
prov'd fir? ; which is the moft Chriftian 
the mott impartial part of the World 


aes Miniftry have made a Treaty, and 
taken no Meafures to have that Treaty executed, Jet 
th. laok to that, for my part I am not for makin 
the Miniftry fuch a fort of weak Things, 12 I fee iz. 
This would be to have made no Peace at all; it 
would be a Bargain with no valuable Confideration, 
and in Equity would be void; nay, the Miniftry 
abe be immediately obliged, under whatever 
Diladvantages, to renew the War; in foort, fuch’ a 
thing cannot, with any colour of Reafon, be fug- 
Belted, unlefs there were fome manifelt Evidence of 
: ime will foon difcover; nay, the 
aniards themfelves will {von difcover it, for all the 
World knows how jealous the Chamber of Com- 
merce, or Confulade of Sevil, are in that Cafe, not 
_ of the French alone, but of all the European Nations, 
All therefore that can be faid in this Cafe, is 
_ mere Suggeftion, mere Malecontent Surmifes, and 
can have no Foundation but in National Jealoufies, 
Which cannot be allowed to be good Argument. The 


_ Falisplain, the Spanifh Trade muft return into its 


former Channel , the French cannot interrupt it 
without an immediate Rupture and Breach of Arti- 
cles, and if they do it not by that ; as to all their 
_Encroachments upon us in the Spanifh Trade, by 
mere Trade, Induftry, application to anufadtures, 
and the like, we may cheerfully defe them; it is 
_ Very clear that they can do us no hurt. 


[ Nao 1 4 ee, ; 4 Dy ae i eiiass: 


I am the more particular in mentioning t 
becaufe I fee fuch a Popular ufe made of this Delu 
to alarm us at the ge ee of the Peace 
Spanifh Trade; and I wifhI could not fay, th 
People who are loudeft in this Clamour, evi 
nay profefledly calculate it for Party Ends — How 
weak their Party Caufe muft be, if fupported in oi 
ther Parts with no better Arguments thaw thefe; i 
eafy to guefs, If it were true, that the Frenc 
Spaniards were to joyn in wretting the Spanifh 
out of our Hands, and were able to doit, if joi 
I would allow it were avery good Objeétion aga nt 
thePeace; but will theGentlenien be willing we fhouli 
judge ot the Validity of the reft of their Ob}: ait 
ons by the weight of this ? If fo, a furry Logicis 
may overthrow them. ~ 

It is evident, J think, that the French will noc 
have the leaft Advantage, J sean over cur Trad 
only, in Matters of Commerce, by their Union 
Spain, which they had not before; (viz.) 10 
Days of King Charles I. the Spaniards canrot g 
it them without ruining themfelves ; nor the Frem 
accept it of them to the leaft Advantage. — al 

Let no Man therefore flack his Hand in Trades 
for fear of the Difadvantages of Trade in Spain, by 
this Peace: This is ome way, I fay, by which we 
may make the Peace of lefs Advantage to us, than 1 
really is; and ths way you may lead other Nationh 
by the Hand into your Trade. There are othes 
ways*how you may make a good Peace, if it 64 
fo, bad in its Confequences ; but I wave them f 
I fee you go on a little farther. . 

There are, however, on the other Hand, fon 
Trades in Britain, or fome Branches of Trade 
fhould rather call them, which may fuffer by the 
Peace; and indeed fome parts of our Trade are! 
declining, by the mere Confequerce of things, let 
the Treaty of Commerce be what it will; 0% 
thefe I fhall fpeak in their courfe; fuch as the 
ginia Trade, the Diftilling Trade, and the Port 
Wine Trade, We. And yet, tho” the Peace ma 
feé& thefe Trades, yet they do not fuffer, by 
fan of the goodnefs or badnefs of the Cond 
but merely by the nature of the thing, as w 
pear at large in the farther Difcourhng up 
Peace and-Cominerce now Eftablith’d. — 


* 
a 
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